
Marine Spatial Planning
Proposed Timeline & Outputs

Noo Raajje Working Group Meeting

March 29, 2021



Agenda

9:05 - 9:15 am WELCOME & REVIEW MEETING MINUTES RECAP 

9:15 - 9:35 am PRESENTATION OF PROPOSED MSP TIMELINE AND OUTPUTS

9:35 - 9:55 am DISCUSSION: FEEDBACK ON ACTIVITIES, OUTPUTS, AND 

PROPOSED TIMELINE

9:55 - 10:00am WRAP UP & NEXT MEETING TIME 
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Setting the Scene
Noo Raajje MOU Goals

Parties agree to develop and implement a program of developing a work plan, 

including: 

• Officially designating of The 

Maldives’ waters as fully protected marine protected areas

• Ensure all area designation in the MSP process are and 



Marine Spatial Planning

PLANNING & 
ASSESSMENTS

MSP 
PROCESS

IMPLEMENTATION

The MSP process will result in a marine spatial plan for offshore and nearshore waters 
to establish use zones and marine protected areas, building on the Maldives’ existing 
plans and efforts. 

• Data collection & collation (Secondary data, expedition data, ocean use data, 
etc) 

• Plan development
• Consultations
• Legal drafting
• Customized implementation



Marine Spatial Planning Process 

Work & process planning

Data review & data collection

Spatial analyses & draft plan creation

Feedback, iteration & final plan formulation

Process will be designed to meet  local needs and  planning approaches



Marine Spatial 
Planning 
Detailed Process



Topics to Think About

1. How should the general MSP process be tailored to fit MSP for the Maldives? 

2. Where are the coastal and offshore planning areas (0-12 nm and 12-24 nm)? 

3. What is needed to achieve the suggested timeline for MSP?



Marine Spatial Planning
Proposed Outputs

Map biophysical characteristics 

of offshore and nearshore 

Geospatial files for use 

in MSP analysis

Ocean Use and Value Mapping
Ocean Use Survey

Heatmaps

Creation of MSP Workplan MSP Workplan

Compile Coastal Characterization 

& Digitize Data
Geospatial Data Files
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Review data layers and map of 

ocean use
Subcommittee Meeting 



Marine Spatial Planning
Proposed Outputs

Develop analytics in SeaSketch SeaSketch Analytics

Draft Principles, Goals, and 

Objectives for MSP

Draft Set of Principles, Goals, 

and Objectives

Define Zone Typologies List of Zone Typologies

Develop maps of priority 

conservation areas
Map of Priority 

Conservation Areas
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Create Draft MSP Draft MSP with Zones



Marine Spatial Planning
Proposed Outputs

Review and Approve MSP Finalize MSP Draft

Create Stakeholder 

Consultation Plan
Draft Plan

Review and Approve Draft MSP 

and Consultation Plan

MSP approved for public 

consultations

Consultation Plan approved
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Conduct Stakeholder 

Consultations

Meetings/Workshops to get input

Integrate Feedback



Marine Spatial Planning
Proposed Timeline & Outputs

Integrate Stakeholder Feedback 

into Draft MSP
Revised MSP Draft

Iterate as Necessary to Reach 

Final MSP 
Final MSP Draft

Submit Final MSP Meeting
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Move MSP through Political 

Process
Adopted MSP Law
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Marine Spatial Planning
Proposed Timeline

Coastal Data Maps
Offshore Data Maps
Ocean Use Survey & Maps
Spatial Analyses
Priority Conservation Maps
SeaSketch Analytics

Final Work & Consultation Plan 
Data Sharing Agreements & Requests
MSP Compendium
Principles, Goals & Objectives
Zone Typology
Ocean Use Survey
Coastal Characterization

Zoning Scenarios
Draft MSP

Public Consultations
Final Draft MSP

Submission
to 

Cabinet

Requires Approval from Governance Committee

The MSP Subcommittee will review work products



Discussion

1. How should the general MSP process be tailored to fit MSP for the Maldives? 

2. Where are the coastal and offshore planning areas (0-12 nm and 12-24 nm)? 

3. What is needed to achieve the suggested timeline for MSP?



WRAP UP:NEXT MEETING TIME?


